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of salutation this should be."l Ah, what numbers of innocent souls have
been corrupted for want of using the like precautions!

A second cause why Mary was disturbed at the words of the angel
was because they contained her praises. Humble souls always tremble
and sink with confusion in their own minds when they hear themselves
commended; because they are deeply penetrated with a sense of their
own weakness and insufficiency, and they consider contempt as their due.
The high eulogiums bestowed on Mary by the angel she answers no
otherwise than by a profound silence, by a saintly trouble of mind, which,
with a modest blush, appears in her countenance. The angel, to calm
her disquiets, says to her, " Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favour
before God/' He then informs her that she is to conceive and bring
forth a son whose name shall be Jesus, who shall be great, and the son
of the Most High, and possessed of the throne of David, her illustrious
ancestor. Mary, who according to St Austin2 had consecrated her
virginity to God by a vow, is not at all weakened by the prospect of
such a dignity in her resolution of living a virgin; but, on the contrary,
out of a just concern to know how she may comply with the will of God
without prejudice to her vow, neither moved by curiosity, nor doubting
of the miracle or its possibility, she inquires, "How shall this be?"
Nor does she give her consent till the heavenly messenger acquaints her
that it is to be a work of the Holy Ghost, who, in making her fruitful,
will not entrench in the least upon her virginal purity, but cause her to
be a mother, still remaining, as she desires, a pure virgin.

Mary is still the same, or rather much more lowly and meek in spirit
upon the accession of this unparalleled dignity. She sees no cause to
pride herself in her virtues, graces, and privileges, knowing that the
glory of all these are due only to the divine Author and Bestower of them.
In submission, therefore, to God's will, without any further inquiries,
she expresses her assent in these humble but powerful words: " Behold
the handmaid of the Lord, be it done to me according to thy word."
What faith and confidence does her answer express! What profound
humility and perfect obedience! She was saluted Mother of God, yet
uses no word of dignity, but styles herself nothing more than his hand-
maid, to be commanded and employed by him as he shall think fittest
The world, as heaven had decreed, was not to have a Saviour till she had
given her consent to the angel's proposal; she gives it, and behold the
power and efficacy of her submissive fiat! That moment, the mystery
of love and mercy promised to mankind four thousand years before,
foretold by so many prophets, desired by so many saints, is wrought on
earth. That moment, the Word of God is for ever united to humanity;

1 Luke i. 29.

1 Quod profecto non diceret nisi se virginem aate vovisset.    I*, de Virg. c. 4, t. vi.
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